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{ Arundel county, counter to the petition of sundry inhabi-

. Nowlan? and others, of Cecil county, praying for a modifi-

On motion by Mr. Burchenal, scccnded. by two otber
members, who voted .with_bim in the-majority, on the ques-
tioo, the house agreed to reconsider the vote on his first mo-
tion to amend the bill; when he asked and obtained permis-
sion of tho house to withdraw said amendinent, and to re-
stare'the words which had been stricken out.

On motion by Mr. Steuart of Baltimore city, the said bill
was amchded by inserting therein, at the.end of the second
section, the following proviso:

Ptovided nevertheleas, That in casc said attachment is
not laid on perishable property; then it shall be the duty of
the s2id justice to extend and enlarge the return day for six-
ty days {onger. . - : o

Mr. M*Mahon of Baltimore city, moved further to amend
the said bill, by appending to the Jourth section thereof, the
following proviso: 2 § . :
Provided always, That beforc any cxccution shall be is-
sued upon judgments fandered under this act, the plintiff
or plaintiffs in whose favour any such judgment shall be
rendered, shall give bond with sceurity 1o be approved of
by the justice rendering the same, to be taken in the name
of the absent debtor or dehtors, and to be contlitioned that if
the absent debtor or debtors, or his, her or theirlegal repre-
sentative or represcntatives, shall appear before the said jus-
tice, if living and in commission as a justice of thc peace,
or if pot before some other justice of the peace of thesame
city or county, as thc cage may be, within 12 months after
the rendition of said judgment, and after duc notica given
to the plaintiff or plaintiffs, or his, her or their legal repre-
sentatives, shall prove to the satisfaction of the said justite
that the debt for which such judgment wes rendered, or
any part thereof was not due, or had bcen in anywise
satisficd or discharged, that the plaintifi or plaintifls, or
his, her or their legal representative or representatives,
as the case may be, will restore and pay back to the said
debtor or debtors, or his, her or their legal representatives,
28 the casc may be, the sum so appearing to said justice not
to be due, or to have becn in anywisc dischargéd or satisfied
at the time of rendering the judgment upon the attachment,
and which may have been collected by exceution upon such
Jjudgment. =

Scec. 5. And be it enacted, Thatin all such cases of appear-
ances after judgment, and within the year, the justice before
whom the party so appears hall render judgment of restitu-
tion against the plaint:fT'or plaintiffs, or his, her or their legal
representatives, (after due notice to the saine by summons,)
in favour of the absent dcebtor, or his, her or their legal re-
Jpresentatives, for the amountawhich may have been reco-
vered upon the judgment -on the attachment, and which
may appear to him not o have been due, or to have been
in‘anywise satisficd atthe timc of rendering tho original
judgment.

Pending the question thereon,

On motion by Mr. Smith of Worcester,

"F'he house adjourned until to-morrow morning tzn o’clock.

TUESDAY, February 3, 1829.
Afr. Hood presented a petition of sundry citizens of Anne-

tants of the same county, praying for a law to authorise
William Krebs and Thomas Cross to build a bridge over
Severn river. e
Mr. Price prescnted a memorial of a number of the tax-
able* inhabitants of Baltimore county, praying for the pas-
sage of an act to provide for building a bridge over the Great
Gunpowder Falls at Jessop's mill. '
Ordercd, That the said petition and memorial be several-
ly referredso the committee on internal improvement.

Mr. Gittings presented a petition of Elizabeth Hayes of
Montgomery county, praying the passage of an act autho-
rising the levy court of said county, to levy such sum for
her sup&ort, as may secm right and proper.

Mr. Roach prescnted a petition of Patience Worrington,
of Worcester county, praying a law may pass autharising
the levy court of said county, to levy anuually for her use,
during her natural life and ncedy state, such sum as may
seem necessary for her support. '

And also, a petition of Polly Livingston of the same coun-
ty, the object of which is similar to that of the petition last
mentioned. o0

Alr. Gale presented a petition of sundry citizens of Cecil
county, praying that a law may pass authorising the county
commissioners to levy annually on said county, such sum as
-may be deemed “suilicientfor the support of a certain John
Cornan, of said county. )

Ordered, ‘That the four last mentioned pelitions be seve-
rally referred to the committee on the subject to which they
respectively relate. - 5 i
Me Merccr presented a petition from Hyland B. Pening-
Aon, Alfred C. Nowland and others, of Cecil county, pray-
ing the enactment of a law for the further increase and exten-
sion of the jurisdiction of justices of the peace; which was re-
ferred-to the committee on grievances and courts of justice.

Also, a memorial frém Hyland B. Penington, Alfred C.

cation of the act passed at the last session of the legishture,
-for the regulation of licenses to retailers, &c. called-the Li-
cense Law:’’ which memorial was refcricd to the commit-
tee on ways and means. ~
And, :a petition from Hyland B. Penington, Alfred C.
Nowland and others, of Cedil county, praying the enactment
of -a law for the encouragement of the destruction of crows,
in 8aid county; which petition was referred to a select com-
mittce consisting of Messrs. Mecrcer, Evans and Gale.
* Mr. Hope piesented a petition of- James Poteet, of Harford
enunty, 811 ing to be divorced fromn his wife Margaret. 5
Mr. Wallis presented a petition of Welthy Ann l[lardisty,
the wife of John Harlisty, of Harford county, praging.for g
divorce a mensa et thoro, =~ ~
3, _Ordered, That the two last mentioned petitions be severally
?ac “to the committee on divorces.- -
~‘Mr. Hynson presented & meimertal and petition of James
Bardeny of Kent county.-praying.fot a peasion, jn congidera
tion of hig; services as a n(!lierol‘.lbo vevolutiopary* army;
which was'téfeired to the committee on pensions and nvohl{-_
onary claims *% -
. And, u,

¢ to a memorial from other gitizens. of said

2 .
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town, in Kent county, and for other purpeses, and praying,
‘that instead of repealing the said, act; a supplementary act
“thereto, may be passed, for remedyiog the evils complained.of
in the said memorials which petition was referred to a select
committee, consisting of Messrs. Hynson, Wallis and Osberz.
Mr. Grason presented a petition of Richard J. Jones; of the
city of Annapolis, praying for & modification of the law relat-
ing (o gates erected across the public roads {n Queen-Anne’s
county; which petition was referred to aselect commiitee, con-
sisting of Messrs. Grason, ‘Furpio, and Weight of Queen Anne’a.
Mr. M‘Pherson presepted a petition of Fnilip Markley, of,
Frederick county, praying to be relessed from imprisonments
having been committed to gaol in consequence of his inability,
to pay the fine and fees incurred for-committing an assault and
battery; which petition was referred to a select committee,

consisting of Mesars. M-Pherson, Shriver and Kemp.

Mr.- Sheiver presented a memorial of sundry citizens of Fre-

derick county, praying for a Jaw authorising and requiring the

fevy court ol sald county, to tevy, from time to time. a sum

or sums of money for the purpase of keeping in repair a certain

road therein mentioned; which memorial was referred to a
select committee, consisting of Mcssrs. Shriver, Kemp and
M¢Pherson. And, .

Mr. Eccleston presented a pelition from sundry citizens of
the town of Cambridge, in Durchester county, pravirg for the
passage of an additional supplément to the act f’;r the regulati-

on and improvement of said town, to remeily the evils tuerein

complained of; which petition was referred to a select commit-

tee, consisting of Messrs. Eccleston, Phelps, and Hardcasle of
Dorchester.

On motion by Mr. Wright of Dorchester, it was Order-

ed, That the committee on grievances and courts of justice,

.be directed to inquire into the legality of the practice here«

tofore and now pursued, as well by the executors and ad-
ministtators of deccascd persons, as by other persons, of dis
viding large dgbts, claims, or sums of moncy, into sinaller;
and of taking and giving two or more promissory notes, or

“bills obligatory, for the nayment of the same, for the pur-

pose of bringing said dcbts, claims or sums, by such divi-
sion, or arrangement, within the jurisdiction of a justice of
the peace, with a view to cxpedite and facilitate the collec-
tion therédof; and if the said practice, on enquiry, should be
found to have been illegal, to report to this house a bill,
providing, that for the future, it shall and may be lawful,in
all cases where the parties can agree, for an'executor, admi:
nistrator, or other person or persons, to make such divisions,
and to give or take sach promissory notes, bills obligatory,
or other cvidences of debt. 3

- Mr. Done, chairmah of- the committce on ways and
mcans, delivered the following report:

The committee of ways and means which was ordered to

of license upon all plcasurc carriages, take leave to rep.r¢—
‘That they have had the same undcr their sérious considcra-
tion,and think it inexpedient at this time to rccommend the
passage of any lgwv on the subject.

In the carly part of the present session, the chairman (af
that time) ol your commiittee, submitted to the house the
pruject of a law to provide for a general valuation and as-
sessment of property in this state, intended to be based up-
on the principle laid down in the bill of rights, ¢‘that every
erson in the state ought to contribute his propo tion of pub~
ic taxes for the support of government, according to his ac-
tual worth in real or personal property within this state.’”?
Your committee consider it duc to themselves to state,

chairman in the principle which that law was intended ta
cstablish and enforce, they differed with him as to the de-
tails of the bill which was presented by him; and the coma
mittee has learned that it has occasibned some surprise that -
the law should purport to coine from a committee, a majo-
rity of which wcre opposed to it. To explain this circume
stance, your committce will further state, that the law in
question was the same,which oecupied a large portion of the
last session of the legislature—that it had by repeated votes
reccived the sanction of a large majority of the popular
branch—that by a resolution ol the house it was appended
‘to the proceedings of the housc of delegates, for the consi.
dceration of-the-people—that & number of the'mast experis
cenced and influential members of the present house had ex-
pressed their- detormiination to pass the law in the preciss
shape it was Tormerly acted on, and had come from their
constituents with that pledge—that your committco were led
to believe-that a large majority of the present house were of
the same dctermination, and that whether they consented or
not, the bill would in that shape be presented to the house.
Uader these circumstances, and from a high respect for those
members of your commitice who reported and advocated
the measure at the last scssion, they authorised the chairman
‘to report it, with ap express understanding that they wero
not thereby precluded from taking sny course they might
think proper, when the subject came up for the considera-
tion'of the house.

~Conlrary-to the gencral expectation, it has been now as.
certained that the bill is not as popular with the members of*

legates, and that it is doubted whether, if it can be passed
at all, it will not be with some very important modifications.
The subject is; however, »still before the house, and until it

commend a tax on any species of preperty embraced within
the details of that bill, and which will be subject to its pro-
visions. :

If a general asscssment law should be
to laying a direct tax, it. will certainly notbe proper to extend
the system to any specific property, unless it should be ex
empted or omitted in that law—a sum sufficient to covertho
deficit in the treasury, and to cstablish the creditof the state,
can be raised without being felt by the pcople;-ct the shape

out hesitation, express their conviction that aa assessment

just and the least objectionable mode of levyiug and collect
ing such a revenue as' the exigenciea of - the state’ ma
quire. If hawever, it should be the pleasare of the
not to pass any -such law as that contemplated, your eom-
mittee will immediately report such measures, s in their
judgment will provide a revenue adequate to the wants of
the present period. o S :

““Your committee would, how’ev;;,‘ ;ery Mfuily nrgq

tewa for 4 of the Act, entilled, Ap act 'to appeint
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v immediate atteation to this impertant sabject—
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inquire into thé expediency of layinga moderate tax by way .

that although they entirely concurrcd with their former

the present as it was with those of the former house of de- e

i disposed of yout commiltee coasider it premafire to re= —

ssed with a view -

of the law be almost what it will, and your committee with-

law, ‘properly framed upon correct principles, is the moss -
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